Week 1: 1st – 7th August

Week 2: 8th – 14th August

Do you not know that in a race all the
runners run, but only one gets the
prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize.
(1 Corinthians 9:24)

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me,
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
heaven belongs to such as these.” (Matthew
19:14)

This week athletes from across the
Commonwealth gather to compete in the
Commonwealth games. This week too,
Anglican Bishops from across the world come
together for the Lambeth Conference.

This week we pray for the parishes of Enmore
and Goathurst

Pray for all who gather at Lambeth that there
will be unity in spite of deep theological
differences.
We pray for our Queen, the head of
the Commonwealth and for all the Royal
family
We give thanks for the union of the
Commonwealth and for all nations within it,
and pray for peace and justice in each place
We pray for all Christian competitors,
sports chaplains and Street Pastors that they
will have opportunities to share the Good
News with all those who gather.
We pray for ourselves as we run the
race of life. May we keep our eyes focussed on
the prize that is Christ.
Prayer activity: If you are feeling fit enough
take part in some physical activity thanking
God for your health. If less so, then watch one
event of the Commonwealth games and pray
for all those who complete.

We pray for all children and families
within our benefice
Pray for those families who are
struggling to have enough to eat, especially
during these school holidays
Pray that Foodbanks in this area and
others will have enough to support those who
need to use them
Pray for those from church and
community in Nether Stowey who are exploring
ways to support and engage children and young
people
Pray for children who are refugees,
either with parents or alone.
Pray for the families from Ukraine who
are living in our benefice that they will find a
warm welcome and be able to settle.
Prayer activity: if you wrote a list of children
and young people last month, revisit it and pray
once more for all children you know. If not, then
now is the time to write a list of all the children
and young people you know and start to pray
for them.

Week 3: 15th – 21st August
God saw all that he had made, and it was
very good. (Genesis 1:31)
Pray for our Diocese, for Bishop Michael as he
begins his ministry here and for Bishop Ruth as
she steps back from her role as Acting Bishop
of Bath and Wells.
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We give thanks to God for all his creation.
In this time of holiday many people will
spend more time outside. Pray that they
will recognise God’s hand in Creation.
We say sorry for the ways we have spoilt
and squandered God’s creation and ask for
his help in living more responsibly.
We pray for those in Government and
business who make decisions about the
way we use the world’s resources and ask
that they will be guided by compassion,
justice and respect for the world.
Pray for the poor and marginalised who
suffer most when the earth is ravaged.
Prayer activity: Get outside! Find a quiet
place where you can sit and enjoy God’s
creation. Use the ideas above to guide your
prayers in this space.

Week 4: 22nd – 28th August

Week 5: 29th August – 4th September

I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us
go to the house of the LORD.” Psalm 122:1

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares
the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to
harm you, plans to give you hope and a
future.” Jeremiah 29:11

We pray for the parishes of Aisholt and
Spaxton.
- We give thanks for our church
buildings and their faithful witness to your
presence
- Ask God to guide us in creative ways of
using our buildings so that their witness
continues in our present times
- We pray for all who will be attending
festivals over the bank holiday, especially
those who will attend Christian festivals
such as Greenbelt.
- As groups gather, we recognise that
the possibility of Covid spreading may
increase. We pray for sensible behaviour
and protection for those who come
together.
- We give thanks for the effectiveness of
the vaccines that are protecting most
people from severe symptoms
- We pray for those who are afraid of
covid for themselves and those they love.
Lord who says “do not be afraid” bring your
peace to each one.
- Payer activity: Visit your nearest church
at a time outside of a service. Pray for those
who worship there and for others that may
visit at different times.

We pray for the parishes of Nether Stowey and
Over Stowey.
- As a new educational term year begins,
pray for all pupils and staff, especially
those starting in new schools or classes
- Pray for increased links between our
churches and schools and for the Open
the Book Teams.
- Pray too for those preparing to go to
university.
- Pray for young people who had hoped
to go to university, but whose grades
were not high enough. Ask God to reveal
his plan for them.
- Pray for our churches that we will
discern God’s purpose for us and for our
communities as we move into a new
season.
- Thank God for the ways he has already
been working in your life and ask him to
show you his plans for your future.
- Prayer activity: Take some time to think
about your life so far. What are the
highlights, what are the low points. Where
can you see God at work?

Quantock Villages
Benefice
Prayer Diary –
August 2022

