
Space for your own prayers 

 

Collect for the 1st Sunday of Advent 
Almighty God, 

as your kingdom dawns, 

turn us from the darkness of sin to the 

light of holiness, 

that we may be ready to meet you 

in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

As Jesus taught us, so we pray 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your Kingdom come,  

your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Closing prayer 

Our Lord says, ‘I am coming soon.’ 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

May the Lord, when he comes, 

find us watching and waiting. 

Amen. 

 
May God himself, the God of peace, 

make you perfect and holy, 

and keep you safe and blameless, in spirit, soul and 

body, 

for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

and may the blessing of God Almighty, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be among us and remain with us always.  

Amen. 
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During Advent 2021, our reflections are 
based on the Advent Wreath candles of 
Hope, Joy, Peace and Love.   
With many thanks to Jenny Simson, this 
first Sunday of Advent, the reflection is 
on the hope that comes with birth of 
Christ. 

 

 

 



Opening prayer 

Lord, by your presence, 

light up the past 

that we might learn from it with thankfulness. 

Light up the present 

that we might live in it with love. 

Light up the future 

that we might prepare for it in hope. 

As we watch, and wait, and pray, 

may we be always ready to encounter the Lord 

who is already and always with us. 

Amen. 

 

Reading for the 1st Sunday of Advent: 

Jeremiah 33: 14-16 
14 ‘“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, 
“when I will fulfil the good promise I made to the 
people of Israel and Judah. 
15 ‘“In those days and at that time 
    I will make a righteous Branch sprout from 
David’s line; 
    he will do what is just and right in the land. 
16 In those days Judah will be saved 
    and Jerusalem will live in safety. 
This is the name by which it will be called: 
    The LORD Our Righteous Saviour.” 
 

Reflection 
My reflection for the first Sunday of Advent is on 

hope. Both Chambers and the Oxford English 

Dictionaries suggest ‘a desire for something good’, ‘an 

expectation of something good’, ‘a feeling of trust’ - 

all very positive ideas. Alexander Pope wrote in the 

17th century, ‘hope springs eternal in the human 

breast’. We are loath to give up hope, even when 

hope is obviously dwindling away. We see this in 

situations of everyday life, especially in the face of 

death - people lost at sea, people lost underground in 

caves or mines, people lost in the devastation of 

earthquakes; we watch the news clinging on to hope, 

while men and women work tirelessly in the hope of 

finding life. We all need hope in our lives; I enjoy 

gardening and plant in hope of seeing flowers, and 

eating produce (somewhat disappointing this year); I 

also like walking and hope that we shall reach our 

intended goal. 

But what is the hope that comes with the birth of 

Jesus Christ? In my Concordance I find there are 

nearly a dozen Hebrew words which are translated as 

the English word ‘hope’. These incorporate the 

concepts of confidence, trust, support, refuge, 

expectation, waiting and searching. In the often 

tempestuous times of the Old Testament, the psalms 

of David are overflowing with the various aspects of 

hope. In years of constant conflict with other nations, 

the rise and falls of kings and leaders, his stability had 

to be in Jehovah …. ‘You are my refuge and my shield; 

I have put my hope in your word.” (Ps 119 v114). Paul, 

too, as he encouraged the fledgling churches of the 

New Testament constantly urged his converts to build 

their faith and their churches on the promises of 

Christ. “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction and 

faithful in prayer.” (Romans 12 v12) 

I think hymn writers have an ability to encapsulate 

themes, beliefs and hopes into a few and often 

powerful and emotive phrases. Familiar words sung as 

a communal expression of our beliefs and hopes can 

be strengthening and inspirational. “O God our help in 

ages past, our hope for years to come,” can unite us 

as a community in a way that is quite unique. At 

Christmas, singing is a joyful expression of our beliefs 

and hopes. I am amazed at the number of villagers 

who come in their dozens to Carols on the Cross, for 

the experience of singing together at a time that for 

most people of all ages is a time of joy and hope. 

For me, personally, the hymn that has been and still 

is, most significant and emotive was written by E. 

Nathan and sung on the Sunday I was baptised, at the 

age of 17; the chorus, in particular, which really gets 

to the heart of my belief, is based on 2 Timothy 1 v12. 

‘For I know whom I have believed 

and I am persuaded that he is able 

to keep that which I have committed 

unto him against that day.’ 

 

This is my hope, although I do not know why God’s 

grace was made known to me, nor how it was 

imparted; I have known good and ill in my life, but do 

not know what is still reserved for me nor when I shall 

meet with my Lord; but I do know the peace he has 

wrought within my heart and the hope of his promise 

‘to keep that which I have committed unto him 

against this day.’    JS 

Prayer 

May the hope of God fill you with, 

all joy and peace as you trust in him, 

so that you may overflow with hope, 

by the power of the Holy Spirit.’  

    Romans 15 v13 

Amen. 

 


