
Collect for the 2nd Sunday of Epiphany 
 

Eternal Lord, our beginning and our end: 

bring us with the whole creation 

to your glory, hidden through past ages 

and made known in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As Jesus taught us, so we pray 
 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your Kingdom come,  

your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation  

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power 

 and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Closing prayer 

May God the Father, 

who led the wise men by the shining of a star 

to find the Christ, the light from Light, 

lead you also in your pilgrimage to find the Lord. 

Amen 

 

May God the Son 

who turned water into wine at the wedding feast at 

Cana, transform your lives and make glad your 

hearts. 

Amen 

 

May God the Holy Spirit, 

who came upon the beloved Son 

at his baptism in the river Jordan, 

pour out his gifts on you 

who have come to the waters of new birth. 

Amen 

 

And may the blessing of God almighty, the Father, 

the Son and the Holy Spirit be among you and 

remain with you always. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Benefice  
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Epiphany 2 
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At the Wedding in Cana, we see Christ’s 
glory revealed. 

 

 



Opening prayer 

We thank you Lord God that you promise to us the 

power of the Holy Spirit to work within us to guide us 

in your ways and strengthen us in your service. 

Whatever we may have to endure or enjoy, we know 

that in all things it is your strength which works in us. 

Amen 

 

Reading for the second Sunday of Epiphany 
 

John 2:1-11 

2 On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in 

Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his 

disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When 

the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, ‘They 

have no more wine.’ 
4 ‘Woman, why do you involve me?’ Jesus replied. ‘My 

hour has not yet come.’ 
5 His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he 

tells you.’ 
6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by 

the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from 

eighty to a hundred and twenty litres. 
7 Jesus said to the servants, ‘Fill the jars with water’; 

so they filled them to the brim. 
8 Then he told them, ‘Now draw some out and take it 

to the master of the banquet.’ 

They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted 

the water that had been turned into wine. He did not 

realise where it had come from, though the servants 

who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the 

bridegroom aside 10 and said, ‘Everyone brings out the 

choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the 

guests have had too much to drink; but you have 

saved the best till now.’ 
11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first 

of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and 

his disciples believed in him. 

 

Reflection 
We all know this story even though it appears 

only in one of the gospels. It has been subject of 

much learned debate helped along by the lack of 

detail in the story. We are not told whose 

wedding it was and exactly where it was, 

probably because it does not matter.  Jesus’ 

initial grumpy response “what has it to do with 

me?” probably indicates that whoever got 

married was closer to his mother than to him. 

Two things stand out for me.  

Jesus does something because a human dear to 

him asks him and does not take “no” for an 

answer.  On a human level Jesus’ response is that 

of a nagged son to his bossy mother. Or maybe 

that of a son now grown up and turned from a 

child into a friend.  

On a divine level Jesus “breaks the rules” as “his 

time had not yet come” out of love for his 

mother. And when he does so there are truly and 

literally no half measures. 

The wine created is first class and copious. Jesus 

does not seek credit for this and the guests in the 

story never find out what happened as their 

reaction to the much better wine suddenly 

served shows.  

So far this story of an undeserved gift, not given 

out of necessity but of generosity. 

What is my and your reaction to undeserved gifts 

like this?  Do we enjoy them? Do we grumpily ask 

why we did not have them earlier?  Do we 

acknowledge a Jesus who helps us feast on earth 

and not only in heaven? Do realize we “have a 

friend in Jesus”? 

WF 

Prayers 
 

Lord help this country in a period of uncertainty and 

strain. 

Lord we thank you for all those that work to give joy 

to others, from artists to waiters.  

Lord we thank you for the gifts of the earth and we 

ask your help and sharing them out. 

Lord protect us from evil and the evil in other and 

ourselves.  

Lord help us realize your gifts.  

Open our senses to them. 
 

Lord, healer of the sick, we pray for your world at this 

time of the spreading omicron variant of Covid.  Be 

with those who are sick or anxious and all who travel 

their final journey to you, that all may know your 

comfort and your healing touch. Give strength to all 

the medical teams and wisdom to all who lead at this 

time and may we all know your guiding hand bringing 

us through to safer times.  

We ask these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


