
Week 4. 20th - 26th December 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16 NIV 

"Some people care too much. I think it's called love."  

Winnie the Pooh (A.A. Milne) 

This week we pray for our Benefice. 
 

• "The greatest gift of all came that first Christmas. It wasn’t wrapped in a 

beautiful package and set under a decorated tree. The greatest gift came 

wrapped in the flesh of baby Jesus and laid in the rough wood of a manger. Our 

perfect gift would later be rewrapped in the scars of our sin and nailed to the 

rugged wood of a cross on Calvary, all because of love.  Father, this final week 

of Advent, fill our hearts and minds with the significance of that truth. Thank 

you, Lord, for loving us enough to send Jesus. In Jesus’ precious name we pray. 

Amen." (Hope Bollinger) 

• Let us pray for our clergy and for all involved in the Christmas services.  As we 

sing well known carols let us rejoice and hear the words with new 

understanding. 

• We pray for all who find Christmas a difficult and emotional time of year. We 

ask for protection, comfort and shelter for the fearful, the lonely, the homeless.  

 

 

Week 5. 27th - 31st December 

In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are 

the work of your hands. They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear 

out like a garment. Like clothing you will change them and they will be 

discarded. But you remain the same, and your years will never end.            

Psalm 102:25–27 NIV 

 

This week we pray for the Church throughout the world. 
 

• Lord our God, thank you for letting your light shine every day of every year. 

Thank you that we may always lift our eyes to you, whose right hand will bring 

true order to everything, even in difficult times. Give our hearts the strength to 

be faithful in this age, the strength to glorify you. For you remain, no matter 

what happens on earth. You are our God. You have sent us the Saviour and we 

can draw close to you. Your promise to us stands firm, the promise that your 

day with its truth and justice shall come to the honour of your name. May many 

people turn their hearts to you; may they worship you and call to you for help, 

to the glory of our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.       (31st Dec 2021 Plough.com) 
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Week 1. 1st - 5th December 

"The days are coming," declares the Lord, "when I will raise up to David a 

righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and 

right in the land. ... This is the name by which he will be called: The Lord 

Our Righteousness." Jeremiah 23:5-6 NIV 

 

This week we pray for the parishes of Over Stowey and Nether Stowey. 

 

• As the month begins many of us can get caught up in the commercial side 

of the season.  We are sorry and ask for forgiveness. Help us O Lord to 

turn our focus to you. 

• Please soften our hearts and teach us to forgive one another. Help us to 

discern truth and direct us in your way of righteousness. 

• We pray for all who are weighed down by financial burdens and who are 

worried about bills to be paid. We need your peace, Jesus. 

• For those who look at their world and feel fear, sorrow and despair. For 

the broken and struggling we pray for sanctuary, comfort and hope. For 

the peace of God that passes all understanding we pray. 

• Let us pray for our school staff and all the children in the schools. As they 

learn or revisit the Christmas story we pray that the miracle of the birth of 

Jesus and the good news proclaimed will stay with them always. 

 

Week 2. 6th - 12th December 

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judah and 

saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near." Matthew 3: 1-2 NIV 

But the Angel said to [the shepherds] "Do not be afraid. I bring you good 

news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of 

David a saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord." Luke 2: 10-11 

NIV 

 

This week we pray for the parishes of Enmore and Goathurst. 

 

• As we continue to reflect this Advent, please refill in us the great joy 

proclaimed by the Angel to the shepherds. Help us Lord, as your church, 

to reflect the joy of this good news in all we do or say.  

• In Isaiah the words of "A voice of one calling in the desert, prepare the 

way for the Lord..." were remembered when John the Baptist preached. 

Thank you, Heavenly Father for all who have come before us to preach the 

good news.   

• We pray for all families with children under five. For the preschool and 

toddler groups in the benefice and for developing friendships. 

• We remember all who mourn and are at different stages of grief. Lord, 

please may they be aware of your presence as they journey through their 

loss.  

• Let us remember in our prayers all those in positions of authority. Please 

guide them, Heavenly Father, to work for the benefit of us all and protect 

them from those who wish to do them harm. 

 

 

Week 3. 13th - 19th December 

The Angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favour 

with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son and you are to 

give him the name Jesus."  Luke 1: 30 - 31 NIV 

...Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head "to me be as it pleaseth 

God," she said, "My soul shall laud and magnify His Holy name." Most 

highly favoured lady. Gloria.    

                           Gabriel's Message - Edgar Pettman/Sabine Baring-Gould. 

 

This week we pray for the parishes of Aisholt and Spaxton. 

 

• Heavenly Father we bring to you all our busyness and stress for the 'perfect 

Christmas ' and pray instead for hope, peace, joy and love. "In this confused 

and fragile world, strengthen our faith, increase our love and let your peace 

flow through us, that we might be an ocean of calm in what has become a 

restless sea." (John Birch) 

• We pray for the world, for the countries affected by conflict of the aftermath 

of war, for those dealing with drought, floods and other natural disasters. 

Lord we pray for reconciliation, co-operation and justice. 

• Let us pray for all who work in the food industry. For the shop assistants, 

delivery drivers, warehouse operatives and farmers who work so tirelessly 

for our benefit. 

 


