
 Let us pray for all in our working community. As they juggle 
changing working environments and sometimes stressful 
home/work life balance, please gift them with a sense of your 
peace in their lives. 

 

Week 4:  24th - 31st January 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an 
end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. “The Lord is 
my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.” Lamentations 
3:22-24  

“Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of the darkness.” 
– Desmond Tutu 

This week we pray for the whole benefice. 

 We pray for the homeless, those on the streets and those sofa 
surfing or in hostels. Heavenly Father, we may never know their 
story but we know that each one is your child and greatly loved. 
Jesus met the needs of the people he encountered. Please help us 
to do likewise when we can. 

 Sometimes we have no words to pray as life circumstances shake 
our world. Help us to lay down our anxieties and fears at the foot of 
the cross. Give us courage to face each day and bless us with 
support from friends and family. 

 We pray for all parents of young children and babies and all who 
attend or help out at the toddler groups in the benefice. 

 We think of the older generation who have finished their paid 
working lives and are now continuing to contribute to our 
community through volunteering, helping the younger generations, 
having time to be a listening ear, or by the sharing of past 
experiences. 

  We pray for the groups in the Benefice that provide places to meet 
and chat. 
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Week 1: 1st- 9th January 

"Like the Magi, may we also journey and be attentive, inviting and 
courageous on the path to find the invisible God who was born among 
us." Pope Francis. 

And suddenly a voice came from Heaven, saying, “This is My Beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.”   Matthew 3: 17 

This week we pray for the parishes of Spaxton and Enmore. 

 Heavenly Father, as a new year begins please refresh in us a thirst 
for your word and courage to step out and be Christ's hands and 
feet. 

 We pray for our community and for our families and friends. Lord, 
we thank you and rejoice in our blessings. 

 As covid surrounds us again, we continue to pray for our NHS and 
for those employed in care homes, medical centres, hospitals and 
the emergency services. Lord, please grant them energy to 
continue to care for those in need and give us patience and 
protection when we have to wait longer than usual for assistance. 

 The new education term begins and we pray for our children, young 
people and all educators and school staff. We think particularly of 
our three primary schools in the benefice. 

 

Week 2: 10th -16th January 

Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about 
itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.    Matthew 6:34 (NIV)  

“There comes a point where we need to stop just pulling people out of 
the river. We need to go upstream and find out why they’re falling in.”  
Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

This week we pray for the parishes of Goathurst and Nether Stowey. 

 Lord, we lift up to you those who are struggling with mental or 
physical ill health. Please bring healing of body, mind and spirit and 
a sense of your peace in their lives. 

 We pray for Her Majesty, Elizabeth, our queen, in the year of her 
jubilee. Thank you Lord for her service to our commonwealth.  As 
she continues to mourn the loss of her husband, we pray that she 
feels comforted by her faith. We ask for vision, strength and 
resilience in her role as monarch. 

 Let us pray for wisdom and justice in decision making made by 
central and local government. 

 Thank you Heavenly Father for the skills of scientists working to 
provide medicines and vaccines. 

 Let us pray for the peace makers throughout the world. We 
remember Archbishop Desmond Tutu and the contribution he 
made to South Africa and how he shone the light of Christ through 
his words, actions and laughter. 
 

Week 3: 17th - 23rd January 

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; 
do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever 
you go. Joshua 1:9 (NIV) 

This week we pray for the parishes of Aisholt and Over Stowey. 

 We pray for volunteers and aid workers all over the world. For our 
local charities providing much needed food parcels or counselling 
or for the international agencies urging action and support for the 
plight of people far from us. We share a common humanity and are 
loved equally in the eyes of God. 

 Thank you Heavenly Father for the people working to keep our 
roads safe. For the drivers of gritting lorries or snow ploughs; for 
the pot hole fillers and drain cleaners and those who trim the 
hedgerows and clear away fallen trees.  

 Let us remember all who are starting a new year without a loved 
one. Lord, please help them in their grief. Grant in us sensitivity and 
compassion so that we can give support when needed.  

 We pray for our local businesses, especially those affected by the 
pandemic.  


